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CO.OPERATION AGREEMENT

BETWEEN

THE CONFERENGE OF CONSTITUTIONAL GOURTS
OF PORTUGUESE SPEAKING COUNTRIES

AND

THE VENICE COMMISSION
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CO-OPERATION AGREEMENT

BETWEEN

THE CONFERENGE OF CONSTITUTIONAL COURTS
OF PORTUGUESE SPEAKING COUNTRIES

AND

THE VENICE COMTUIISSION

Noting that, since its foundation, the Venice Commission has etablished ooperation with

Constitutional Courts and Equivalent Bodies in order to enhance their capacity to strengthen
constitutionalism;

Considering that through the CODICES database the Commission enables regular exchanges
of informaiion betrreen Courts, which are conducive to mutual inspiration and 'cross-
fertilisation" between the Courts with a vieur to promote democracy, the protection of human

rights and the rule of law;

Noting that the Constitutional Courts and Equivalent Bodie from Portuguese speaking

countiies meet since 2008 and that on 2U21May 2010 they have held the 1$ Assembly of the

Confurence of Constitutional Courts of Portuguese Speaking Countries (hereinafter the
Conference') in order to enhance constiffiionaljustice in their countries;

Considering that the Conference of Constitutional Courts of Portuguese speaking Countries

participates in the Bureau of the World Conferene on Constitutbnal Justice and that the courts

members of the Conference met botfr at the First and the Semnd Congresses of the World
Conference on Constilutional Justice, which were co-organised by the Venice Commission
(Cape Town, 22-24 January 2009 and Rio de Janeiro, 16-18 January 2011);

ln view of this shared interest and in order to initiate a productive exchange on the subject of
mnstitutionaljustice, the Conference and the Venk;e Commission enter into the folloring co-

operation agreement:

Article I - Contribtrtions to CODICES

The Constitutional Courts and Equivalent Bodies (hereinafter the Courts'), which are members
of the Conference are invited to contribute to the CODICES database of the Venice

Commission. For this purpose, they can appoint liaison officers, who shall submit their
institutions' leading constitutional case,hw as full texts in the original language and as

summaries (pr6cis) in English or French for inclusion in the CODIGES database thr@, times a
year.

Each Court shall ensure that these contributions are mnsistent in form and indexed in

accordance with the Commission's Systematic Thesaurus so they can be added to the

database without fu rther processing.

The Commission will maintain the Systematic Thesaurus in the Portuguese language

CODICES database.
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The valuable contribution of the Conference shall be acknoilldged in the database.

Article 2 - Exchange of publicdions

The Courts members of the Conference $rall, if they so wish, receive ftee of charge
publications of the Venice Commission (in the Science and Technique of Dernocracy seriee),
together with the Commission's Bulletin on &nditutional Cas*Law and the CODTCES
database on CD'.ROM.

Courts memhers of the Conferene are invited to send their publications to the Venice
Commission's muhilingual Documentation Centre on Constitutional Justice in Strasbourg.

Article 3- Venice Forum ilarsgroup

The Venice Cornmission prwides access to its Venice Forum Nanvsgroup to the liaison officers
appoinH bythe Courts.

Article 4 - Participation in meetings

A representative of the Conference shall be invited to attend the Commission's meetings, in
particular that of its Joint Council on Constitutional Justice.

A representdive of the Commbsion shall be invited to attend the meetings of the Conference.

Article 5 - Length and termination of the agreement

The present agreement shallapply for an indeterminate period. lt shall enter into force once it
has been approved by the appropriate bdies of the two parties and signed by representatives
of the Conference and the Commission.

The agreement may be terminated by any of the parties, by written notification.

Done in Portuguese and English

Maputo, on 16h May 2012

Herrenegildo lYlorio Cepedo Cramito
President of tlre Conference of Constitutionol Courts

of Portuguese Speoking Countries


